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New Year's Eve 2023  

Operation New Year’s Eve 2023 commenced Sunday 31 December 2023, to ensure safety as 
significant crowds converged on the CBD, Sydney Harbour foreshore and at events across 
the state. 

General duties officers from multiple police area commands and districts across the state 
were assisted by Traffic and Highway Patrol Command, Police Transport Command, the 
Public Order and Riot Squad, Operations Support Group, Licensing Police, Mounted and Dog 
Command, Marine Area Command, and PolAir. 

Over 225,000 people took advantage of the vantage points around the harbour foreshore 
throughout the afternoon and evening to enjoy the 9pm and midnight fireworks displays. 

Across the CBD and Sydney Harbour foreshore, 19 arrests were made for various offences, 
including assault and drug offences. 

Operation New Year’s Eve 2023 Commander, Assistant Commissioner Anthony Cooke, said 
most members of the public were well behaved throughout the evening. 

Man dies following unit fire - Meadowbank 

A man has died following a fire in a Meadowbank unit. 

About 3.30pm Monday 1 January 2024, emergency services were called to a unit block on 
Angas Street, Meadowbank, following reports of a unit alight. 

Officers attached to Ryde Police Area Command attended and evacuated the building. 

Fire and Rescue NSW extinguished the blaze, located on the top floor of the building, a short 
time later. 

A 45-year-old man, located inside the unit, was treated on scene by NSW Ambulance 
paramedics for significant injuries. 

He was taken to Royal North Shore Hospital in a critical condition, where he later died. 



An investigation is underway into the circumstances surrounding the fire; however, the 
cause is not yet known. 

A report will be prepared for the Coroner. 

Alleged gunman charged over fatal shooting of Alen Moradian - Task Force Magnus 

Task Force Magnus detectives have charged three men for their alleged involvement in the 
criminal enterprise responsible for the fatal shooting of Alen Moradian – including the man 
who allegedly pulled the trigger. 

About 8.30am on Tuesday 27 June 2023, emergency services were called to Spring Street in 
Bondi Junction, following reports a man had been shot while sitting in a stationary vehicle in 
an underground carpark. 

The man – who died at the scene – has since been identified as 48-year-old Alen Moradian. 

A short time later, police located a burnt-out Porsche nearby in Bondi Junction and a burnt-
out Holden Cruze in Zetland. 

Three crime scenes were subsequently established and forensically examined by specialist 
police. 

Officers from Eastern Suburbs Police Area Command – with assistance from State Crime 
Command’s Homicide Squad – commenced inquiries before the matter was taken carriage 
of by Task Force Magnus under Strike Force Parachuter. 

Task Force Magnus was established in July as a policing strategy to target and disrupt gun-
related and violent crime, and to investigate links between recent organised criminal activity 
in Sydney – including the fatal shooting of Alen Moradian. 

Following extensive inquiries, about 8.40pm Tuesday 2 January 2024, task force detectives – 
with assistance from Raptor Squad – attended an address in Macquarie Park where they 
arrested two men, aged 27 and 28. 

During a number of search warrants in Macquarie Park, officers seized 1.5kg of cocaine, 844 
grams of Methylamphetamine, three DECCDs, and a pistol with 23 rounds of ammunition. 

The men were taken to Gladesville Police Station, where the younger man was charged with 
eight firearm and drug related offences and participating in a criminal group. 

The 28-year-old man was charged with drug-related offences and participating in a criminal 
group. 

Both men were refused bail to appear before Parramatta Local Court today Wednesday 3 
January 2024. 



About 3.50am Wednesday 03 January 2024, task force detectives – with assistance from 
Tactical Operations Unit – attended an address in Fairfield Heights, where they arrested a 
24-year-old man. 

He was taken to Fairfield Police Station where he was charged with five offences including 
murder, drug and firearm related offences, and participating in a criminal group. 

He was refused bail to appear before Parramatta Local Court. 

Police will allege in court the 24-year-old man was the principal offender – or gunman – in 
the murder of Alen Moradian. 

Police concerned by dangerous driving over festive period 

Police are urging the community to think of others on the road after a significant number of 
dangerous driving incidents across the State during the road safety enforcement operation 
over the festive season. 

Operation Christmas/New Year 2023 commenced at 12.01am Friday 22 December 2023 and 
concluded at 11.59pm yesterday Monday 1 January 2024. 

Double demerit points were in force for the duration of the operation for speeding, mobile 
phone, seatbelt, and motorcycle helmet offences. 

The Traffic and Highway Patrol Command, together with local police, patrolled roads across 
the state, targeting dangerous driving behaviour and risks on the roads – with the aim of 
preventing injury and death. 

During the period, police saw a concerning number of dangerous driving incidents, including 
excessive speed, high-range drink-driving, and reckless driving. 

Police issued 8069 speed infringements, laid 631 drink-driving charges and 1374 drug-
driving charges, attended 740 major crashes, and conducted 342,102 breath tests. 

Five people died in crashes over the period, three fewer than during the operation last year. 
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Obscene exposure and custody of a knife in a public place – West Ryde 

About 7pm on Saturday the 6th of January 2024, a 52-year-old male exposed himself to a 

number of adults and children the common area of short-term accommodation. 

Police located the male a short distance from scene. The male was searched, and a box 

cutter knife was located in his possession. 

The male was charged with ‘Wilful and obscene exposure in/near public place; Custody of 

knife in public place (1st offence); Intentionally do sexual act with child >10yrs & <16yrs.’ 

He was bail refused, appearing before Burwood Local Court on Monday 08 January 2024.  

 

Child Approach – Macquarie Park 

About 12:30pm Wednesday the 10th of January 2024 a 12-year-old female entered the 

change room of the Cotton On Mega Store, Macquarie Centre. A male followed her into the 

change room and entered the stall next to her. The male placed his mobile phone over the 

top of the shared stall wall and began recording the young female. The female noticed the 

mobile phone, exited the stall and confronted the male, who abruptly exited the change 

rooms and store.  

The male is described as Caucasian appearance, between the ages of 35-40, about 180cm 

tall with a medium build, bald head, with a brown coloured beard and wearing a blue 

coloured "Calvin Klein" branded t-shirt, long black tracksuit style pants, and brown thongs, 

carrying a white tote style bag.  

Anyone with information that may assist police is urged to contact Crime Stoppers: 1800 

333 000 or https://nsw.crimestoppers.com.au. Information is treated in strict confidence. 

The public is reminded not to report information via NSW Police social media pages. 

 

 

https://nsw.crimestoppers.com.au/


Fraud – Beecroft 

At the end of November 2023, a 68-year-old male met someone on Facebook claiming to be 

a 36-year-old female, investment expert. The conversation moved to the mobile messenger 

application ‘WhatsApp’.  

The female told the male that her company installed data analysis software for a share 

trading company based out of Singapore. The female told the male that when reviewing the 

data from the software, she observed “above-average” profits. The female sent the male a 

report which showed the company returned a minimum 10-15% profit on every investment.   

The female asked the 68-year-old male if he would like to join in their investment success. 

The male was initially hesitant to participate, having previously been defrauded a 

substantial amount of money. The female finally convinced the male to participate, and the 

male invested approximately $20,000.  

The following week the female offered to lend the male money to allow him to keep 

investing after suffering a loss the week before. The female instructed the male to transfer 

the money into a third-party account.  

Eventually, when the male attempted to withdraw money from the investment platform, he 

was denied access. When the male questioned the female about this, he was accused of 

money laundering, the female referring to the transferring of funds into the third-party 

account.  

The male was asked to deposit a security bond to re-access his account. When the male told 

the female he was unable to do so the male was threatened with action by the company’s 

legal team.  

*If the scam originates in NSW, you can report this to the NSW Police Force by visiting your 

local police station or calling the Police Assistance Line on 131 444. Reports can also be 

made to the Australian Cyder Security Centre at www.cyber.gov.au*  

 

Two men charged following an investigation into alleged murder plot by contracted 
criminal cell 

State Crime Command detectives have charged two men, executed four search warrants, 
and foiled an alleged murder plot as part of inquiries under Strike Force Tromperie, Strike 
Force Veil and Strike Force Ballyana. 

In December 2022, State Crime Command’s Organised Crime Squad – together with the 
NSW Crime Commission – established Strike Force Tromperie to investigate the activities of 
an international criminal syndicate hailing from Lebanon. 

To date, 28 people have been charged for organised crime related offences and remain 
before the courts. 

http://www.cyber.gov.au/


During inquiries under Strike Force Tromperie, detectives identified a 26-year-old man was 
allegedly coordinating an off-shoot criminal cell who were taking on contract work – 
sometimes from rival criminal networks – to carry out serious and violent crime such as 
murders and kidnappings on their behalf. 

Police will allege in court the criminal cell were conspiring to murder four high-profile men 
from Sydney’s north-west on behalf of another network. 

Police will also allege the group were linked to a kidnapping in March 2023, and an alleged 
attempted kidnapping over a 722kg importation of cocaine seized by police in Ryde, which 
State Crime Command’s Robbery and Serious Crime Squad investigated under Strike Force 
Ballyana and Strike Force Veil. 

 

Operation Rampart underway targeting NSW's railway offenders this summer 

Anti-social behaviour has been the focus this summer, as police aim to keep Sydney’s public 
transport network safe this holiday season. 

The Police Transport and Public Safety Command (PT&PS) – with the assistance of Sydney 
Trains – have launched Operation Rampart; a proactive and high-impact operation focussing 
on reducing crime on the public transport network. 

The three-month operation commenced on Monday 27 November 2023 and will run until 
Friday 16 February 2024 and will specifically target issues such as general anti-social 
behaviour, assaults, property offences, and buffer riding. 

PT&PSC Southwest Commander, Superintendent Mark Wall, said the operation has been 
allocated substantial resources as transport safety remains an area of major concern. 

“The PT&PS Command and Sydney Trains have entered into an agreement that saw the 
commencement of both Operation Rampart and the Enhanced Enforcement Program (EEP). 

“The EEP provides additional funded shifts designed for officers tasked to patrol the railway 
lines and particularly target those committing buffer riding offences. 

“The message is simple; don’t put your life at risk trying to impress your friends, or with the 
goal of getting ‘views’ on social media,” Superintendent Mark Wall said. 

Transport for NSW Secretary, Josh Murray said “Last year we saw 27 incidents of people 
‘buffer riding’ or ‘roof riding’ on our light rail vehicles. This is far from harmless fun, or 
content for a social media reel – it puts the safety of passengers, staff and the person 
themselves at serious risk,” 

“People who hold onto the light rail while on a bike or scooter are duelling with danger. 
Despite their name, light rail vehicles weigh a minimum of 40 tonnes when empty, so are 
anything but light if they make contact with a person, bike, scooter or skateboard. 



“Warning signs against buffer riding are installed on light rail vehicles for a reason – people 
breaking the rules can easily fall and suffer serious injuries or die, and those climbing on the 
vehicles run high risk of electrocution.” 

Sydney Trains Head of Security and Intelligence, Jess Sharpe said “Anti-social behaviour and 
buffer riding cause huge delays to the rail network preventing passengers from getting to 
work or home in a timely way. So far this year anti-social behaviour caused, nearly 11-
thousand minutes in delays that equates to nearly 8 days’ worth of delays. And incidents of 
trespassing into the rail corridor have cause 24 days’ worth of delays on the network in the 
past year.” 

“We work closely with the Police Transport Command to target and deter anti-social 
behaviour as well as criminal behaviour and provide CCTV footage to help identify any risk 
takers.” 

“We see have seen a rise in buffer riding incidents during the school holidays. Our trains 
weigh 400 tonnes and travel up to 110km/h. This is an extremely dangerous thing to do. 
People risk being seriously injured or killed all for a silly thrill. It is not worth it.” 

“The impact these stupid acts have on our staff cannot be put into words. They are very 
traumatic at the very least.” 

 


